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3wn use, and thither often resorted for converse with the
Prior and others of the community; he gave as a nucleus
for the monastery library over four hundred valuable manu-
script books; and it was at his expense that the walls of
the monastery were decoiated with those fiescoes by Fra
Angelico which all the woild now visits San Marco to see.

The effect of having at the head of the State a man like
Cosimo showed itself at once in the impetus given to all
branches of Art. As a result we find Art taking great strides
during these first five years of Cosimo's supremacy in
Florentine affairs, and artists at work all ovei the city whose
names have since become famous throughout the world.
Gmberti was employed on his second pair of bronze doors;
Brunelleschi was engaged on his two churches of San Lorenzo
and Santo Spirito,22 besides several palaces; Michelozzo was
at work tin the Medici Palace and the monastery of San
Marco; Donatello, having returned from Rome, was busy
in San Lorenzo and on his various works for Cosimo ?s new
palace; the dead Masaccio's name was earning great fame,
for by this time men had recognised his genius, and all
painters were eagerly studying his works in the Brancacci
chapel, Luca della Robbia was completing his marble screen
of the Cantoria; Fra Angelico was beginning his frescoes in
San Marco; Lippi was painting pictures for Cosimo, in which
he was to show the world the lessons which Masaccio had
taught; Andrea del Castagno, Domenico Veneziano, Paolo
Uccello, and many other artists were at work in Florence,
most of them brought thither directly by Cosimo to execute
various works for him, while he was besieged with letters
by others at a distance importuning him for commissions.

From 1434 to 1436 Florence was again at war with Milan,
Filippo Visconti, Duke of Milan, being stirred up to attack
Florence's territory by the banished Rinaldo degli Albizzi
and his party, "who urged the Duke to make war on Florence,